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WHAT TO PLANT ON THE HOME GROUNDS
PROF. J. L. BUDD.
T he Station correspondence has many queries in regard to 
selection of the most desirable shade and ornamental trees, 
shrubs, and small fruits, for the home grounds.
T he appended notes give the results o f long trial on the 
College grounds, supplemented by reports from intelligent 
amateurs in the north half of the state. A t this time the se­
lections are made specially for the parts of the state north of 
the 42d parallel, yet the few select varieties and species do 
well in all parts o f the state.
S H A D E  T R E E S .
H a r d  M a p le  (Acer nigrum).
As a combined shade and ornamental tree a well grown 
Hard Maple has no superior. Where nursery grown, root 
pruned trees are obtainable, it is a more rapid grower than 
is usually suspected by those who have planted the cut back 
trees from the forest. Trees on the College grounds fifteen 
years old from the seed are now much larger and handsomer 
than trees from the forest twelve feet in height planted at the 
same time.
T he value of this tree in grove for sugar making, as grown 
on the prairies, has so far been overlooked by most planters 
in Iowa.
*  H a c k b e r r y  (Celtis occidentalis).
Though widely distributed in the west, this is a scarce tree 
in the timber and rarely seen under cultivation, yet in Europe 
it is a favorite shade tree, and by selection has been run into 
many varieties, not one of which is more attractive than our 
native Iowa species.
B a s s  W o o d  (Tilia Americana).
In a state of nature this is only found, as a rule, on the low 
bottoms of our streams and in ravines. But no tree does bet-
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ter on dry upland prairie in isolated positions i f  nursery 
grown. I f  transplanted from the timber, the stems must be 
shaded with hay bands until the tops are well established, to 
prevent sun scalding on the south sides. As yet the Linden—  
as it is called in Europe— is an unappreciated tree for lawn, 
park, and roadside planting.
W h i t e  E lm  ( Uhnus Americana).
This noble tree in isolated positions is also benefitted by 
shading its stem until the top is well established.
C u t - l e a v e d  B i r c h  (Betula Amurensis).
That this is a sport of the W eeping Birch o f the Am ur val­
ley in Asia, is now well established. It is proving an iron­
clad and a thing of beauty on all soils and in all parts of the 
northwest so far as heard from. As it is propagated by bud­
ding or grafting, it is yet relatively scarce and high priced. 
Y et all who are anxious to secure beautiful home surround­
ings can afford one or two specimens of this graceful and 
striking ornamental and shade tree.
W h i t e  P i n e  (Pinus strobus).
In a group, back of the lawn at one side of the residence, 
the beautiful and graceful W hite Pine shoots up rapidly, and 
soon forms an attractive retreat for rustic seat and the ham­
mock. As a back ground group it has no superior.
R e d  P i n e  (Pinus resinosa).
This noble tree does well singly, but in home making it is 
not excelled for grouping to shelter hammock, arbor seats, 
and the reading chair. It forms a fine contrast w ith the 
W hite Pine.
O R N A M E N T A L  T R E E S .
Under this heading we include a few desirable trees of small 
size for lawn and park planting.
W i l d  O l i v e  (Eleagnus augustifolia).
A  small silvery-leaved tree with fragrant flowers. In ex­
pression it is some like the Buffalo Berry, but its leaves are
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larger; it is handsomer and more fragrant in blossom, the 
flowers are perfect, and the tree is larger and more graceful 
in habit.
A m e r i c a n  M o u n t a i n  A s h  (Sorbus Americana).
Its northwestern form is a sturdy, round topped tree of 
small size, with handsome foliage and clusters of scarlet fruit 
in autumn. In all respects it is superior to the European 
species for planting in north Iowa, and indeed in all parts of 
the state.
( R o s m a r y  W i l l o w  (Salix ros mar infolia).
T he variety of this from central Russia, as grown from cut­
tings, is a spreading bush with handsome foliage like that of 
the Rosemary, but when top-worked on the W hite W illow, 
or Salix aurea, it forms a small tree with spreading top and 
pendulous habit that is very pleasing and peculiar.
W h i t e  S i b e r i a n  A l m o n d .
T he Double W hite Siberian Almond, top-worked on our 
native plum, forms a small round topped tree for the lawn 
w ith a load of larger handsomer flowers than it bears in bush 
form. Top-working also increases the hardiness o f its wood 
and fruit buds.
P r u n u s  t r i l o b a .
When top-worked on the plum, this is much like the above, 
except its flowers are larger and pink in color. It succeds 
best top-worked on the miner or some one of the Chickasaw 
varieties.
A m u r  C h o k e  C h e r r y  (Prunus maacki).
This is the May day tree of East Europe. In our climate 
it is the first small tree to come into full leaf in the spring, 
and its great racemes of white flowers are always expanded 
on the first of May. It fruits so freely, that it w ill soon be­
come common in our nurseries.
W e e p i n g  B i r d  C h e r r y  (.Prunus padus).
This is a weeping variety of the European Bird Cherry. It 
forms the finest small tree when top-worked on seedlings o f 
our native choke cherry.
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T r e e  L i l a c s .
Our common red and white Lilacs can be grown in tree 
form by trimming up and keeping down the crown shoots 
until they begin to blossom freely. W hen it reaches this stage 
its crown sprouts give little trouble. The Amur tree lilac, 
however, does not sprout in this way. It forms a neat small 
tree with handsome rust-proof foliage and long panicles o f 
pure white flowers. It is now offered quite freely by the 
eastern nurseries.
T r e e  S n o w b a l l .
The common Snowball can also be grown easily into tree 
form by slight trimming up and keeping down the crown 
sprouts until it begins to bloom freely.
T r e e  B e r b e r r y  (Berberis Amurensis.)
The Am ur Berberry also forms a neat round topped tree o f 
small size with a little care during the first year’s growth. 
In late summer and fall, when loaded with its large scarlet 
fruit, it is not excelled in beauty.
R u s s i a n  P r i v e t .
Grown in bush or tree form, this is hardy so far as heard 
from in north Iowa. A t Ames it is rarely beautiful in foliage, 
and its white racemes of flowers are very fragrant. Its crops 
of dark purple berries in autumn are also attractive.
P e a  T r e e  (Caragana arborescens).
T his small tree, with acacia-like foliage, is desirable at the 
north for lawn planting. It is pretty in foliage, flower and 
when loaded with its scarlet pods in autumn. It also makes 
a fine stock on which to top-work the dwarf species of the 
caragana with weeping habit. Some small trees grown in 
this way in north Iowa are as handsome as some of the A us­
tralian acacias, so much admired by those visiting California.
M o u n t a i n  P i n e  (Pinus pumilio).
T his fine dwarf pine is now common with evergreen grow­
ers. W e have specimens in north Iowa on lawns with a 
spread of top fifteen feet in diameter and not more than six
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eet in height at the center of growth. In the near future it 
w ill be highly prized.
S i l v e r  S p r u c e  (Picea pungens).
The silvery leaved specimens are not equalled in beauty by 
any known species. Some of our nurserymen should make a 
specialty of growing it from cuttings taken from the finest 
specimens. Yet, as they attain size, all of the seedlings make 
beautiful trees on lawn or in park.
W h i t e  S p r u c e  {Picea alba).
T his is each year becoming more popular as a lawn tree. 
Those from the Lake Superior region and the Black H ills 
are proving more valuable in north Iowa than those grown 
from seeds from the states east o f the Lakes.
SH R U B S.
H y d r a n g e a .
The hardy Hydrangea, said to be from Japan, but really 
from northeast Asia, should have a place on every lawn. T o 
reach its highest perfection it should have a m ulching of ma­
nure, and its new growth should be cut back one-half in the 
fall.
T a m a r i x .
T he Am ur Tam arix should have a dry position on the 
lawn. It w ill even grow on a dry mound, or on the top o f a 
dirt cave, where only the sedums thrive. This also should 
be pruned in autumn to preserve graceful form of top and a 
habit of free and continued flowering.
R o s a  r u g o s a .
T he red, white, and half double pink varieties of this east 
European rose are worthy a place on all lawns at the north. 
T o  flower well, and preserve handsome form and foliage, they 
should also be pruned back in autumn. Other iron clad 
roses are Madame Plantier, double white, and the yellow and 
white Harrison.
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M o c k  O r a n g e .
Several of the largest flowered and most fragrant varieties 
and species o f the Philadelphus do well on varied soils. If 
confined to two species, perhaps P. zeyheri and P. coronarius 
are as desirable as any others for general planting. They 
also need annual cutting back to preserve symmetry of bush 
and large and perfect flowering.
IvONICERA SPLENDENS.
This is a near relative of our common bush Honeysuckle, 
but it is handsomer in outline of bush, has prettier foliage, 
has more numerous flowers, and a more abundant crop of 
berries. It runs into varieties with* red and yellow berries 
and varied colored flowers.
L o n i c e r a  A l b e r t i .
This is weeping in habit, and when young it trails on |the 
ground. But each year the center is raised until it becomes 
a  compact pillar with pendent points of growth. It is hand­
some in flower, fruit and foliage.
Top-worked on a strong stem of Tartarian Honeysuckle 
the Alberti forms a round head with branches reaching to 
the ground.
L o n i c e r a  K y l o s t e u m .
O f the bush Honeysuckle family, with pendent branches 
and very large shining red berries. V ery desirable.
C l i m b i n g  H o n e y s u c k l e .
Our native Climbing Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) 
and its varieties coming back to us from Europe, are vigor­
ous growers with grand foliage and berries. I f  annually cut 
back they become self-supporting and objects of great interest.
S p i r a e a  V a n  H o u t t e i i .
This is a favorite over the north temperate zone and we 
are glad to state that it is perfect in north Iowa. It should 
be common in every yard.
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S p i r a e a  D o u g l a s i .
This was introduced from east Europe and is not the va­
riety found in eastern lists. It is very attractive in autumn 
when loaded with its large purple panicles.
S n o w b a l l .
O f the Snowball family the common variety, the Viburnum 
lautana, and the high bush cranberry (Viburnum opulus), 
are all desirable. In north Iowa the latter is valuable as a 
fruit producer for the making of marmalade.
V i r g i n i a  C r e e p e r  (Ampelopsis quinquefolia.')
As a climber for trellises, porches, etc., this has no equal 
in the temperate zones. ' Y et it is rarely seen in north Iowa. 
In autumn, when touched with the first frost, it is gorgeous, 
and at all seasons it is handsome.
S M A L L  F R U IT S .
T h e  G r a p e .
In order of ripening the following varieties have given 
the best returns in the north half of Iowa : Moore’s Early, 
Cottage, Worden, and Concord. On any dry, upland soil, in 
quality and quantity, these varieties w ill surprise the novice 
who has learned to give them the needed culture, pruning, 
and winter protection. The essentials of culture are best 
learned by observation in your near vicinity. The only requi­
site noted at this time is the need of deep setting. Plant on 
dry ground fully 18 inches deep. F ill up partially at first, 
and complete the filling when the vine has made some growth. 
W ith this deep planting the loss of the upper roots by winter 
freezing does not affect the lower set of water feeding roots. 
It should also be stated that Moore’s Early thrives better and 
bears better crops i f  pruned longer than is common with the 
Concord. Some growers urge that the fruit spurs of this 
variety should have from seven to ten buds.
S t r a w b e r r y .
The varieties giving the best results as to quantity and 
quality at this time on varied soils are Warfield, Haverland,
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and Crescent, all of which are pistillate. The best fertiliz­
ers for these are Beder Wood and Parker Earle, adding per­
haps for family use, Downer’s Prolific.
T he following points in strawberry culture are generally 
conceded :
(1). It is best to set quite late in the spring on fall 
plowing, as this lessens injury from cut worms. Set in 
rows four feet apart and the plants about 18 inches apart in 
the rows, and form matted rows about 18 inches wide, as 
early in the season as possible, by good culture.
(2). In setting out plants there is no gain in puttering to  
spread the roots in natural position. Wet the roots, press 
them together with points downward, and plant very tightly 
with spade or dibble, as you would a cabbage plant. T h e  
roots projected downward answer the purpose until new roots 
are grown in proper position.
(3). T o  secure fertilization in weather not wholly favorable 
it is best to plant alternate rows of the staminate and pistillate 
varieties.
(4). It does not pay to gather more than two crops from 
one planting. Have a new plantation coming on and never 
hesitate to plow up the old one after gathering the second 
crop.
R a s p b e r r i e s .
O f the Black Cap family the Older, Tyler, and Shaffer’s  
Colossal, are givin g the best crops of best quality for dessert 
and canning in north Iowa. The secret of setting the tips to 
secure a uniform stand, is to put them in with the roots 
pressed downward as in planting the strawberry, leaving the 
crown at the surface or near it. Deep planting always re­
sults in a poor stand.
O f the red species the Cuthbert has given the best satis­
faction for home use.
A t the north it will pay to cover the Raspberry as is now 
practiced with the Blackberry. By watching the neighbor 
who has become an expert, it w ill be found that the job o f  
covering is not as great a labor as is usually suspected.
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B l a c k b e r r y .
T he Snyder and Ancient Briton have the lead. Do not 
plant unless you decide to cover in winter which w ill bring 
crops that w ill surprise the novice. T he Ancient Briton is 
fully equal to the Snyder in size, quality, and quantity of 
fruit, and the canes are smaller, tougher, and easier to cover.
C u r r a n t .
T he best currant to grow for home use is the W hite Grape. 
Its fruit is sweetest and best for dessert use, its je lly  has the 
best flavor, and it is superior to all others in quality for can­
ning.
If  a late red berry is wanted, the Victoria is not excelled 
for northern culture. T he Fay is larger, but it is more sprawl­
ing and delicate in habit and the fruit is poorer in quality.
I f  you want first-class currants in size and quality, set in 
rows in the open sunshine, cultivate thoroughly, and manure 
heavily. In pruning, permit the new wood to come on and 
cut out the wood that is four years old or upward. T he Black 
Naples currant has a value not realized, except by our settlers 
from England. By scalding the fruit for a few moments in 
boiling water, and then putting into fresh water for cooking, 
the peculiar flavor of the skin is removed, and when canned 
for winter use it is much like the cranberry sauce in flavor 
and color.
In growing the black currant, it must be kept in mind that 
it is borne on fruit of the preceding year’s growth, and to se­
cure a succession of new wood it is necessary to cut back the 
points of growth each fall.
T he Crandall has 110 relative value for any use.
G o o s e b e r r y .
I f  set in the open sunshine and treated in all respects as 
recommended for the currant, the Houghton’s Seedling is not 
excelled in health of bush, productiveness, or quality. This 
opinion in regard to the quality of the Houghton is shared at 
this time by eastern growers, who are able to grow the Down­
ing, Industry, and other larger fruited varieties. In quality 
the Houghton is as much superior for canning to the Indus­
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try, as the W hite Grape currant is superior to Long Bunched 
Holland. Though relatively small, it is firm in texture and 
by the masses is wholly unappreciated.
D w a r f  J u n e b e r r y .
W e have in the State several varieties of Dwarf Juneberry,. 
originally introduced, without doubt, from the eastern slopes 
of the Rocky Mountains. A ll of them produce bountiful 
crops of really excellent fruit— comparing favorably with the 
huckleberry— but the birds are so fond of it, that where only 
a few bushes are grown it is difficult to secure a ripe berry 
unless the bushes are covered. Y et the fruit can be saved,, 
as the musquito bar can be used several years in succession, 
i f  carefully stored when not in use. But recently it has been 
found that where an acre or more of the Dwarf Juneberry or 
the cherry is grown, the fruit taken by the birds is hardly 
missed, probably for the reason that the birds o f that season 
are local in their habits. T he best varieties we have tried is 
the one grown by C. F, Gardner, of Osage,— now called 
“ Osage” — the Green County, and two or three others received 
from Colorado. In reality, none of them are superior to the 
Osage, which has long been grown in a small way in M itchell 
county.
N o t  E x h a u s t i v e .
It scarce needs saying that the above lists are not exhaust­
ive. Under all the headings species and varieties may be 
added which are the favorites of many. The intention has 
been to suggest a few things for home adornment and com­
fort which have been widely tested for a long period on our 
prairie soils.
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